
My favorite subjects at school were … mathematics, chemistry, and French.

The three qualities that make a good scientist are … curiosity, enthusiasm, and persistence.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … a chemist (much to the reluctance of my parents who were
already afraid of all the chemical experiments I had done at home in the years before).

When I wake up I … make myself a coffee and start the day with a look into the newspaper.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … for me as a chemist, of course,
the increasing understanding that everything going on around us is somehow based on interacting
chemical molecules and entities.

The biggest challenge that scientists face is … besides budget cuts? Probably to keep track of the
enormous increase in knowledges. It becomes more and more challenging to stay informed about new
discoveries even in your own field of research, let alone anything in other areas of science.

My favorite piece of research is … always changing. This is the great thing about science: new and
fascinating things are constantly being discovered.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be … Leonardo da Vinci,
Marie Curie, and August Kekul�.

I chose chemistry as a career because … it is not only a fascinating science that helps us to understand
nature and to solve challenges that mankind is facing, but it is also a lot of fun.

If I were not scientist, I would be … either a cook or a physician.
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